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THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
July 31, 1954 





To aid your Bible study To help your children 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set 
Single copies 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vou 2B, O04 pames ................ 1.50 
eS eee 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MEssAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story:of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
SN ee yy alan Sita emp eimale Sens 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8% x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9x12. Only —.85 


Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
From Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to expand the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE MEcIppo MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of anychange of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Christ, the Hope of the World 


Council of Churches (Evanston, Ill., August 1954) 
is packed with meaning. It is a topic upon which the 
Bible—our only source of information regarding salva- 
tion, or even of the historical Christ—speaks explicitly. 


Theology, with its usual divisiveness, has taken this 
timely phrase of hope and distorted it to fit the concept 
most acceptable to each individual interpreter, regard- 
less of the plainest statements of the Word of God. To 
many, it is the hope of Heaven, where Christ is; but that 
is a hope foreign to our Lord’s doctrine. One of His first 
public utterances was: “Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5), while His last mes- 
sage, the Revelation of John the Divine, is filled with the 
theme of a future Kingdom on earth, the home and re- 
ward of the saints. 

To others, a Christ victorious over the grave is the 
hope of the world. This idea makes a good start but loses 
further contact with reality. Indeed, Christ’s resurrec- 
tion is the earnest of our hope of life beyond death, but 
a Christ in heaven, and eternally to remain there, would 
be scant hope for a righteous man sleeping beneath six 
feet of earth. The method, conditions, time and place of 
obtaining the eternal prize are more important to the in- 
dividual contestant than the mere historic fact of a risen 
Saviour. 

To millions, a God incarnate, dying on a cross as a sac- 
rifice for the sins of all mankind, irrespective of char- 
acter, is the great hope of the world; but this, too, is 
without Scriptural foundation. Both the Old and the New 
Testaments abound with demands for right living and af- 
firmations of the principle of individual effort and re- 
sponsibility. 


All will agree that Christ stands for an ideal and an 
example of courage, of self-sacrifice, nobility, and devo- 
tion to His heavenly Father, ideals that can be translated 
into the terms of modern living. “He died unto sin” 
(Rom. 6:10), “leaving us an example,” that we “should 
follow his steps” (I. Peter 2:21). No one should under- 
estimate the value of Christ’s life as an example. Right 
living has its own reward in moral victories; but when 
one gives over to live after the flesh, then all is fruitless 
when this brief life is past. Nothing more can come of it. 
Without a sound hope of personal survival, death covers 
all human activity with the mantle of futility; the temp- 
tation is strong to eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 
we shall die. 

If we may judge by the words of the religious leaders 
who have set forth their views prior to Evanston, the 
modern conception of Christ as the hope of the world is 
His influence operating through the nominal Church to 
build a better world, until at last—at long, long last, it 
now seems—the Kingdom of God on earth will be real- 
ized. The actual, physical Second Coming is approached 
by many with the caution and reluctance of a man han- 
dling a porcupine. Possible, even probable, they opine, 
but definitely unimportant; much safer to leave the en- 
tire subject alone! 

This approach evades the facts of Scripture and ig- 


sk: theme of the Second Assembly of the World 


nores the facts of history. The world, after nineteen cen- 
turies of nominal Christianity, is not growing better. If 
this be the Christian hope, then the Church has ample 
ground for discouragement. 


THE WORLD’S REAL GROUND FOR HOPE 


Our earth and the surrounding universe is not the re- 
sult of blind chance, but was created for a definite pur- 
pose, which is stated in Isaiah 45: 18, “He created it not 
in vain, he formed it to be inhabited”—not by the motley 
tribes who now swarm over its surface, but by a right- 
eous, saved, immortal people, glorifying His name. 

The real hope of the world is the return of Christ who 
initials a series of steps that will terminate with earth 
becoming a part of heaven, a Kingdom in which sin, war, 
sickness, death and injustice shall be unknown. 

A large segment of modern clergymen views the con- 
cept of a personal return of Christ with strong misgiv- 
ings; yet the Scriptures definitely project an end of man’s 
incompetent system of misrule, and the inauguration of 
. _ regime with Christ and His associates as acting 

eads. 

“Eschatology,” the word that will be heard repeatedly at 
the Assembly at Evanston, is the word theologians have 
coined to designate this phase of the subject. It has to do 
with the Second Coming of Christ and the final Judgment 
which God will bring upon man and his world. The word 
“eschatology” is a direct importation from New Testa- 
ment Greek, and refers to “the last things.” 

The Bible is plain-spoken on the teaching that Christ 
is to come to earth the second time. The Old Testament 
has much to say regarding the Second Coming. Jesus 
Himself repeated the promise again and again during His 
earthly ministry, and also in His post-ascension message 
to John on the Isle of Patmos, the book of Revelation. The 
promise is repeated approximately thirty-five times in 
the New Testament Epistles. The silver lining to the 
world’s dark cloud today is the hope of the personal re- 
turn of Christ. And that hope is just as real, just as true, 
just as certain, as that tomorrow morning will dawn. 


In John 14:3 Jesus told His disciples He was going 
away, and assured them He would come again. In His 
Parable of the “ten pounds” He likens Himself to a noble- 
man going “into a far country to receive for himself a 
kingdom, and to return” (Luke 19:12). At the time of 
the Ascension the angels reassured the anxious disciples 
that they should see their Lord upon earth again: “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles, spoke repeat- 
edly of his hope of Christ’s return to earth. We read in 
I. Cor. 11:26, “For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” 
And in I. Tim. 6: 14, “That thou keep this commandment 
without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” And again in II. Tim. 4: 8 Paul stated 
his personal hope: “Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
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crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” In Heb. 9: 
28 we read: “... to them that look for him shall he ap- 
pear the second time, without sin unto salvation.” 

The Apostle Peter could not remain silent as to his 
conviction that he would see his Lord again, mentioning 
it a number of times in both of his Epistles: “That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus Christ. ... Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (I. Pet. 1:7, 18). 

James, in his Epistle, is explicit regarding the out- 
standing Christian hope, the return of Christ. “Be pa- 
tient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he re- 
ceive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stab- 
lish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh” (5:7, 8). Revelation, the last book of the Bible, 
is a message sent back by Jesus after He had spent a 
number of years at the Father’s right hand; and what 
He says confirms His former teaching. He said: “Behold, 
I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. . . . Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” (22:12, 20). 

Our Lord and His Apostles were not mistaken, as mod- 
ernist teachers dare to assert. They did not expect the 
great event in their day, but “after a long time” (Matt. 
25:19; II. Thess. 2:2, 3). If there is any hope for our 
race it must come from above. All below has failed. 

Christ holds the keys of death and the grave. And as 
all hope of future life depends upon the resurrection of 
the dead, Jesus’ reappearance is essential. He Himself 
said: “I am the resurrection and the life’ (John 11: 25). 
In I. Cor. 15: 20, 23, is the statement, “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept. .. . But every man in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.” 

Christ will delegate to His forerunner, Elijah the 
Prophet, the power to raise the dead. From Jesus’ own 
lips we have the positive statement: “Elias truly shall 
first come, and restore all things” (Matt. 17:11). He 
comes to waken those who sleep in Jesus, that they may 
go forth to meet the coming King of all the earth. 


NO JUDGMENT UNTIL CHRIST COMES 


Christ at His coming is to judge the servants of God, 
separating the righteous from the wicked as a shepherd 
divideth the sheep from the goats (Matt. 25:31—33). 
In II. Tim. 4:1 Paul] reveals the time of the Judgment: 
“T charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom.” Paul spoke again of the Judg- 
ment and the Judge in his address before the Athenians 
of Mars’ Hill: “Because he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given as- 
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:31). We are told again in II. Cor. 5: 10, 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” 


CHRIST TO BRING OUR REWARD 


Christ is the hope of the world inasmuch as it is He 
who is to dispense the rewards. Immortal life never can 
be ours unless and until Christ comes to bring it to us. 
Philippians 3: 20, 21 reads: “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” Again, in Col. 3:4, Paul repeats 
the Christian’s hope: “When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” And 
in I. Pet. 5:4 the Apostle Peter testified: “And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away.” 

Away back in his day the Prophet Isaiah was familiar 
with this arrangement: “Strengthen ye the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a 
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he 
will come and save you” (Isa. 35: 3, 4). And in this con- 
nection let us once more quote Jesus’ words in Rev. 22: 
12, “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be.” 


CHRIST TO CONQUER THE FORCES OF EVIL 
AND ABOLISH WAR 


In the next phase of Christ’s work as the hope of the 
world, He is to occupy the role of conqueror. In Rev. 5:5 
and 6:2 He is represented as the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda, riding forth conquering and to conquer. All human 
plans have failed; only divine intervention can bring 
order out of existing chaos. We read in Isa. 60: 12, “For 
the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall per- 
ish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.” 

It is not God’s plan for men and nations perpetually 
to fight each other; for the world to be divided into two 
huge battle camps with wars, either hot or cold, a per- 
petual plague. It cannot be His plan for the wealth of the 
world to be endlessly poured into the bottomless hopper 
of the war machine, until at present twenty-five percent 
of our national income is taken for taxes with three 
fourths of that amount spent on war. As the result of 
Christ’s righteous administration of the world’s affairs, 
wars shall “cease unto the end of the earth” (Ps. 46:9). 

The Prophet Micah also speaks of the beneficent work 
of the Lion of Juda: “And he [the Lord] shall judge 
among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more” (4:3). 

The promises of God are not “yea and nay,” but “yea 
and amen” in Christ Jesus, said the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles. The things He has promised shall meet their ful- 
fillment literally and without fail. “God is not a man that 
he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent.” 
He has spoken and He will certainly make it good. Herein 
lies the hope of the world. 


CHRIST LITERALLY A KING 


The criticism has been made—and justly too—that the 
pronouncements of the popular teachers about Christ as 
the hope of the world are often so foggy and blurred that 
no one can get a clear picture from what they say. But 
the Biblical picture is clear and decisive and God’s plan 
sharply focused. 
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The next step in the work which Christ is to execute on 
earth is to inaugurate a heavenly Kingdom here. In this 
important step the hope of the world is truly centered. 
Both Old and New Testament Scriptures provide proof 
of a Kingdom of God on earth, with Christ as King. 
Gabriel’s promise to Mary before Jesus’ birth was, “Thou 
shalt ... bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the High- 
est: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever: and of his kingdom there shall be no end” 
(Luke 1: 31—33). Jesus’ answer to Pilate at the time of 
His crucifixion showed He was not ignorant of the pur- 
pose for which He was born. Pilate said: “So you are a 
king? ... you!” “Certainly,...I ama king. This is why 
I was born, this is why I came into the world,” replied 
our Lord (John 18:37, Moffatt). 


Isaiah foretold that Jesus would come as Governor of 
the nations, the “Father” of the world to come. And Jere- 
miah reveals that His Kingdom shall be world-wide: “Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth” (23:5). Daniel also adds his testimony: “And 
the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him” (7:27). And in Jesus’ message to John on 
Patmos He said: “The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdom of our Lord .. . and he shall reign for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 


How comforting to know that after all the centuries 
of misrule, of war, carnage, wanton destruction, man’s 
inhumanity to man, at last the prophecy of the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel is to be consummated: “Give the king 
thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the 
king’s son.” David here was speaking prophetically of 
Christ, his greater Son. “He shall judge the people with 
righteousness and the poor with judgment. He shall 
judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of 
the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor... . 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, as 
showers that water the earth. In his days shall the right- 
eous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. .. . Yea, 
all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; 
the poor also, and him that hath no helper. ... His name 
shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as 
long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all na- 
tions shall call him blessed” (Psalm 72). 

Preparations for war then no longer shall consume the 
major part of the world’s resources; and with the wealth 
of the world equitably divided, poverty shall be unknown; 
there shall be an abundance for all. The elevation of the 
Great King to the throne will mark the end of corrupt 
government, of bribed judges and biased judgments. 


Church people the world over are familiar with the 
words of the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Let us analyze 
these words. “Thy kingdom come.” Nothing in the lan- 
guage here indicates the term “kingdom” to be either a 
state of mind, the Church Universal, or the worthy work 
of church organizations. A kingdom designates a politi- 
cal realm ruled over by a king. In this case the realm will 
embrace the entire earth, with Christ as supreme King. 


“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Surely no 
informed person with a sound mind could adopt the 
thesis that this prophecy is being fulfilled now. If God’s 
will is being done on earth today with its present tur- 
moil, let us pray we shall never live to see a time when 
His will is not being done. 

Many people will agree that God’s will is not being 
done here now, yet their unfounded optimism may lead 
to belief that the world is growing better, and that in 
the process of time all will be brought to the feet of Jesus. 
They feel that existing trends provide a basis for the be- 
lief that the world shall ultimately become a heavenly 
place through existing religious movements. No one can 
deny that the Church has done a good work in combating 
and correcting many abuses; however, a candid survey 
of the history of this twentieth century should waken the 
over-optimists from their reverie, and bring them back 
to reality. 

Twenty-five centuries ago the Prophet Isaiah was in- 
spired by Jehovah to record facts that every experienced 
individual should recognize; namely, that moral suasion 
and favorable treatment will never regenerate the masses. 
“Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness; in the land of uprightness will he deal un- 
justly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.” 
Moral suasion may regenerate a very small minority, but 
something much more potent is needed to impress the 
masses. “For when thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness” (Isa. 
26:10, 9). Christ as Judge, Conqueror and King, is the 
real hope of the world. 


ESCHATOLOGY AND ETHICS 


The claim is made that the belief in the return of Christ 
to right the wrongs of the world would have the effect of 
disarming Christians in their fight against sin. The logi- 
cal reaction would be: “If Christ is coming to straighten 
things up, why should the Church concern itself with 
world conditions?” But this misses the point; the escha- 
tology of the Bible is intensely ethical, it starts where it 
should—with the individual. Righteousness is an individ- 
ual matter: no society can rise above the moral level of 
its members. 

The New Testament Epistles combine eschatology with 
ethics: Christ would certainly return, therefore the be- 
liever should be alive and alert, building up for himself 
a balance of favorable credits so as to be ready for that 
Day when it arrives. The concern of the early Christians 
with the “world to come” made them live “soberly, right- 
eously and godly” in the present world. 

Peter made it quite concrete, when he said: “But the 
end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer” (I. Pet. 4:7). And again in the last 
chapter of his Second Epistle, in three separate passages, 
he connects the inevitable end of things with prepara- 
tion for that end: “Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness; . . . seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him 
in peace, without spot, and blameless; . . . seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stead- 
fastness” (vs. 11, 14, 17). No evidence of inertia or in- 
active waiting here. 

Hebrews 11 projects a lengthy list of people of past 
ages who possessed the eschatological concept and looked 
for a City to come “whose builder and maker is God.” 
Then the following chapter opens with the words: 








4 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us.’”’ Much is at 
stake, hence a great work to be done right here and now! 


A DIVINE FORECAST 


While as a direct result of the uncertainty engendered 
by two world wars and present tensions, theologians are 
giving more credence to the possibility of divine inter- 
vention through the Second Coming of Christ than at 
any time since the turn of the century, yet a large per- 
centage of them still scoff at the idea. Peter’s statement 
in II. Pet. 3:3, 4 about scoffers arising, carries a two- 
fold interest for believers today. It adds weight to the 
truth of the Second Coming, and at the same time proves 
the divine authorship of the Bible by a prophecy fulfilled: 
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, ... saying, Where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation.” Scoffers 
have arisen, and they have said and are saying, “Where is 
the promise of his coming?” 

Nothing has had a more adverse effect on the belief in 
the Second Coming than the unwarranted date-setting 
indulged in during the last hundred years. Jesus was 
specific when He spoke of the time of His coming: “But 
of that day and hour knoweth no man... . Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is” 
(Mark 13: 32, 33). In I. Thess. 5: 1—4 Paul informs us 
that the times and seasons of the Second Advent shall 
be known to the brethren of Christ, even though to the 
masses it will come as a thief in the night; but this does 
not alter the fact that the day and hour no man knows. 


CHRIST’S FORERUNNER 


There is one major prophecy yet to be fulfilled: the 
coming of Jesus’ forerunner. No great personage would 
appear in a foreign country unannounced. Imagine our 
surprise should we read in the morning’s paper that some 
king or potentate had flown the Atlantic, landed at the 
airport in Washington, taken a taxi and unexpectedly 
had presented himself at the White House. In making 
such a visit a courier is always sent ahead to make ar- 
rangements and herald the coming of the dignitary. So 
Jesus will have someone to announce His coming. 

Malachi 3: 1 informs us that He will send a messenger 
to prepare the way before Him, “and the Lord whom ye 
seek shall suddenly come to his temple.” In chapter 4:5 
he gives the name of the messenger: “Behold I will send 
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord.” It is obvious that the two 
texts apply to the same individual, for in each instance 
the coming is to be followed by God’s judgments. 

But what is Elijah coming to do? “And he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse” (4:6). He is coming to turn the chil- 
dren of darkness to the fathers of light and assurance. 

Elijah the Tishbite lived in the days of the wicked 
King Ahab. It was in answer to his prayer that there 
was no rain on the land of Israel for three years until 
the decadent Israelites realized God still lived. It was he 
who was translated that he should not see death, his pro- 
tege Elisha falling heir to a double portion of his spirit 
as he beheld him when taken heavenward. Elijah has 
been living somewhere in God’s universe these past 
twenty-five hundred years, preparing for his great mis- 
sion as herald of Christ’s second coming. 


John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of Elijah 
as herald of Christ’s first coming, but Elijah himself is 
to fill that role at His second coming. As they were de- 
cending from the mount of the transfiguration the dis- 
ciples asked Jesus: ‘““Why then say the scribes that Elias 
must first come?” (Matt. 17:10). And Jesus answered, 
“Elias truly shall first come and restore all things.” He 
will restore by bringing in a great moral reformation. 

Sometimes the objection is raised that John the Baptist 
was Elijah, hence the prophecy of Malachi has already 
been fulfilled. We will let John speak for himself; surely 
a man should know his own identity. “And this is the rec- 
ord of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, 
...1am not the Christ. And they asked him, What then? 
Art thou Elias?” (Elias is the Greek form of Elijah) 
“And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he 
answered, No.” Then when asked who he was that they 
might answer those who sent them, John answered, “I 
am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.” 
Esaias, or Isaiah, foretold the coming of John before 
Christ’s first coming, but Malachi foretold the coming of 
Elijah before His second coming. 

For a thousand men to come in the spirit and power 
of Elijah would not fulfill the divine promise: “I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 


The ushering in of that great Day will be the dawn of 
the fulfillment of the Christian’s hope through the ages 
—the return of the King to establish His Kingdom of 
everlasting peace and righteousness. What a grand privi- 
lege to proclaim abroad the glad tidings that the silver 
lining to the thunderous, trouble-laden clouds gathered 
over all nations is—CHRIST, THE HOPE OF THE WORLD! 





THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE GOOD MAN 
Psalm Twenty-four 


The earth is the Lord’s and its fullness, 
The world and those who dwell therein. 
For he founded it upon the seas, 

And established it upon the ocean-currents. 


Who can ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
And who can stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
Who has had no desire for falsehood, 

And has not sworn to a lie. 


He will receive the blessing from the Lord, 

And justification from the God of his deliverance. 
This is the generation of those who search for him, 
Who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 


Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And lift up yourselves, O ancient doors, 
That the King of glory may come in! 
Who, then, is the King of glory? 

The Lord, strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle! 


Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And lift up yourselves, O ancient doors, 
That the King of glory may come in! 
Who, then, is the King of glory? 

The Lord of hosts, 

He is the King of glory! 
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A Study of Biblical Evidence 
Concerning the 
PART VII 
Distinctive Features of the Holy 


Spirit were Withdrawn with it 


STUDY of the Scriptures reveals that throughout 

the ages in God’s dealings with humanity He has 

given various and sundry ordinances for the fur- 
therance of His plan and development of the Church, 
which were binding for a limited period of time only. 
They might be considered short-term laws or “present 
truths.” With His purpose accomplished, the law was 
nullified. 

For example, when in the Noachic dispensation wicked- 
ness was running rampant and God purposed to check the 
evil by a destructive flood, He commanded Noah to build 
an ark for the preservation of the few who were worthy. 
The building of an ark was not binding upon other Patri- 
archs. Noah fulfilled the law and it was thence removed. 
Likewise, the law of circumcision was binding only upon 
Abraham and his descendants. Under the Mosaic economy 
of things, the people of God were required to keep the 
Ten Commandment Law with its ceremonies. 

Thus in every age God’s people have had a “present 
truth” which applied to that particular age and to no 
other time. Nevertheless, throughout all these dispen- 
sations, one unchanging, overruling principle has always 
been in effect: Obey and live; disobey and die. 

Our investigation has revealed the short-term law or 
“present truth” of the Apostolic Age to be a world-wide 
dissemination of the Gospel through the aid of Holy 
Spirit power. The record of the Acts of the Apostles 
shows clearly that Holy Spirit power gave its recipients 
special privileges and abilities which were granted to 
no other people in Biblical history; for these distinctive 
features which accompanied Holy Spirit power were 
withdrawn with it at the appointed time when the Apos- 
tolic Commission was fulfilled. On the following pages we 
shall examine several of these special features. 


THE UNPARDONABLE SIN — CAN IT BE 
COMMITTED NOW? 


How many people have passed days, months and many 
years of anxiety, doubt and fear, because they imagined 
they had committed the unpardonable sin, or sin against 
the Holy Spirit! The dread and fear has been so great 
that it has sent more than one to the insane asylum. By 
understanding the truth of the matter and letting God tell 
the story, the subject is one that is very plain. We read 
in Matthew 12: 31, 


“All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men; but the sin against the Holy Spirit shall not be for- 
given unto men.” 


What is this blasphemy or sin against the Holy Spirit 
which shall not be forgiven unto men? Let Paul answer 
the question and all will be clear; for we read in Hebrews 
6: 4—6, 


“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partak- 


HOLY SPIRIT 


ers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, 
to renew them again to repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame.” 


It must be evident that this sin could be committed only 
when they were in possession of the Holy Spirit; for it 
plainly says they “were made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit.” They had tasted* “the powers of the world to 
come.” If they fell away, they committed the sin against 
the Holy Spirit and could never be forgiven; a dreadful 
condition to be in, with no hope of forgiveness! 

We have already proved that since the end of the Jew- 
ish Age, A. D. 70, no one has had the Holy Spirit because 
it was withdrawn at the end of that age; therefore, since 
that time no one has sinned against the Holy Spirit. If 
today we could go to the cemetery where our beloved 
dead are sleeping, and had power to bring them forth 
from the tomb, as was Lazarus; if we could cause the eyes 
of the blind to be opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped, 
the lame of the palsy healed, and, as Paul, shake off a 
venomous serpent and feel no harm, and then should 
turn back to the weak and beggarly elements of the world, 
we should not deserve to be forgiven. Our sin would be 
unpardonable. But now, between the former and the lat- 
ter rain, when but faith, hope, and charity remain, there 
is no sin that a merciful God will not forgive. 


However, it is the fiat of the Almighty that we must 
confess and forsake our sins to obtain His mercy (Prov. 
28:13). If through tardiness, lack of faith or fear of man 
we retain any sin until our day of salvation has expired, 
either in death or by a summons to Judgment at Christ’s 
coming, then our sin becomes unpardonable. The Prophet 
Jeremiah warns (13:15, 16, 23), 


“Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath 
spoken. Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause 
darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow 
of death, and make it gross darkness. .. . Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also 
do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 


The person who has lived a life of sin and iniquity 
can no more change when his feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains and the shadow of death hovers near, than 
can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his 
spots. Through repeated indulgence in evil he has accus- 
tomed himself to wrong doing, and the sin becomes un- 
pardonable. 

While yet the door of mercy and pardon stands ajar, let 
us confess and forsake every sin, and thus accustom our- 
selves to right doing. In the words of Isaiah (55: 6, 7), 


“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon.” 





* In the world to come greater works shall be performed than 


ever Jesus did during His ministry. Then all who are worthy 
shall be healed. The Apostles tasted this future power in that they 
healed only a few who were sick. 
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A COMMUNITY OF GOODS 


The Christians who were under the Apostolic Commis- 
sion were required to sell all their property and lay the 
price thereof at the Apostles’ feet. Then just distribution 
was made to every man as he had need. We read in Acts 
2: 483—45, also 4: 31—35, 


“Many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And 
all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man had need.” 

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with bold- 
ness. And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught of 
the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common. ... Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 
and laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had need.” 


Such a system was possible in that age, because the 
Apostles were endued with the gift of discerning spirits; 
they could read the heart or mind and distinguish be- 
tween the true and the false, as in the case of Ananias 
and Sapphira who thought to retain for personal use a 
part of the price of their land. Peter condemned them for 
lying to the Holy Spirit, and instantly they were stricken 
dead (Acts 5: 1—11). 

Furthermore, such an injunction was practicable under 
the Apostolic Commission because they had a great work 
to do in a limited space of time. It was only thirty-seven 
years from the death of Jesus until the close of the Jew- 
ish Age, when the gifts of the Holy Spirit should cease; 
and in that time they had to proclaim the Gospel to the 
then known world. As the majority were poor, a com- 
munity of goods was a great aid in the work. This was a 
present truth exclusively for that time when they had 
Holy Spirit power and when they had Apostles at whose 
feet they could lay their earthly possessions, knowing 
that a just distribution would be made; for the Apostles 
—as Peter exemplified—could read the thoughts of those 
who applied for help and thus could not be deceived. 

With the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, this command 
was no longer binding. Today, with no Apostles* to dis- 
cern the intents of the heart, a community of goods would 
be impossible. 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS 


“Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 


This was Jesus’ promise to His Apostles (John 20: 23). 
With the help of the Holy Spirit they could read the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, as illustrated by the 
case of Ananias and Sapphira in which Peter knew at 
once that they were lying. Under these conditions, with 
the power to judge character, the Apostles could retain 
or remit the sins of others without waiting to see their 
fruits. No man on earth today has this power. 

Jesus showed very clearly that those who are qualified 
to forgive sins must have Holy Spirit power. When, in 


* There have been many false apostles, but only “twelve apos- 


tles of the Lamb.” John saw the names of only twelve Apostles in 
the twelve foundations of the city walls of the New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:14). Paul said, “God hath set forth us apostles, 
the last” (I. Corinthians 4:9, Douay). The Twelve were the last 
Apostles, and they had no successors. 


an anxiety to reach Jesus, the man sick of the palsy 
was let down through the roof of the Capernaum home 
where Jesus was preaching, He said to the victim of 
paralysis, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” The scribes 
who were present immediately registered their objection 
that Christ was usurping the power which belonged to 
God only. Perceiving their reasoning, Christ responded 
(Mark 2: 8—12), 


“Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is 
it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But 
that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto 
thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine 
house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, 
and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.” 


So if anyone today feels justified in claiming to forgive 
sins, he or she will have to be able to substantiate that 
claim, as did Jesus, by healing all manner of diseases. 

Of course, if someone has committed a wrong or in- 
jury against us personally and asks our pardon, we must 
be ready to forgive, as is taught in the Lord’s Prayer 
(Matthew 6:9, 12), 


“Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.... 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 


Jesus further teaches the forgiving spirit (vs. 14, 15): 


“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Fa- 
ther will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 


In forgiving our brother, we simply show that we har- 
bor no grudge or ill will against him. However, this is 
not in the class of trespasses against God’s law which only 
He or one endued with Holy Spirit power can forgive. 
Divine pardon is obtained only as we confess and forsake 
our sins, and not by a simple plea for mercy while con- 
tinuing to indulge in the same transgression. 


WATER BAPTISM 


That water baptism was another ordinance limited to 
the Apostolic Age can be proved by Biblical evidence. 
Let us again examine the Apostolic Commission (Matt. 
28:19, 20; Mark 16: 15—18). 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world,”’—the Jewish world or age. 

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved. ... And these signs shall follow them 
that believe: In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 


That the Apostles fulfilled this commission, and that 
it was therefore no longer binding after the close of the 
Jewish Age, has been established Biblically beyond dis- 
pute. Water baptism which was a part of that commis- 
sion, that “present truth,” is no more in force now than 
to sell our possessions and have all things in common. 

The last commission given by Jesus, the one which is 
obligatory today, contains not the slightest reference to 
water baptism (Revelation 22:16, 17). 


“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
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things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 


In the Apostolic Commission as recorded in Mark, 
Jesus promised that the signs of the Holy Spirit would 
follow water baptism. A careful perusal of the Acts of 
the Apostles shows that this promise was fulfilled; for in 
every instance recorded, the Holy Spirit accompanied 
water baptism. For example (Acts 2:41, 48), 


“They that gladly received his word were baptized: .. . 
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.” 


Today there is no demonstration of divine power in 
conjunction with so-called water baptism, showing, as 
in many former instances, that the Apostolic Commission 
was fulfilled in that age and thence abolished. 

(To be continued next issue) 





MEDITATION 


EW consider the power and magnitude of thought. 
Man is not as he seems, nor as he acts, but as he 
thinks. The thoughts of a man and not his deeds are the 
true substructure of his character. So when one has 
learned to meditate on that which is true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report, he has within him the 
elements of strength and endurance found nowhere else. 
Meditation is one of the surest and best means to for- 
tify our power for whatever conflict we must yet endure. 
Meditation on fulfilled prophecy is essential to a living, 
working faith. We see men’s hearts failing them for fear 
and for looking after those things that are coming on 
the earth. Mankind are doing evil with both hands ear- 
nestly, just as the Bible foretold. When these things come 
to pass, we can know our time is too short to be letting 
the flesh rule us. 

True spiritual growth begins with deep heart-search- 
ings: search to see what iniquities stand between us and 
God; have our earnest entreaty, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me... . 
’Tis inward truth that thou desirest; grant me then wis- 
dom in my secret heart.” 

We must get a true picture of ourselves, and ask: 
“What does my conduct indicate that the future holds 
for me?” Above all, it is necessary to meditate on God’s 
wonderful promises. We have such glowing prospects to 
buoy us up through life’s darkest hours and give us cour- 
age in time of trial to face the future unafraid. 

The Divine Law impresses upon us the absolute need of 
meditation. We are told in Mark 1: 35 that “in the morn- 
ing, rising up a great while before day,” Jesus went out 
and departed into a solitary place, and there communed 
with the Father. Here we catch a glimpse of the secret 
of Christ’s great spiritual strength. He felt the need to 
draw near to God, thus gaining strength for the hours of 
trial ahead. So consecrated was His life to prayer and 
meditation, that to the tempter He always had the ready 
answer, “It is written.” 

Of Isaac it was said, “And he went out to meditate in 
the field at eventide.” God, speaking through Moses, com- 
manded, “Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in 
your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign 
upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between 
your eyes” (Deut. 11:18). 

Joshua was admonished: “This book of the law shall 


not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein” (Josh. 1:8). 

The song of David was: “O how I love thy law! it is 
my meditation all the day.” And again: “I remember thee 
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.” 

The Wise Man wrote: “My son, keep thy father’s com- 
mandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother. Bind 
them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy 
neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleep- 
est, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall 
talk with thee” (Prov. 6: 20—22). 

Paul admonished Timothy: “Meditate upon these 
things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting 
may appear to all” (I. Tim. 4:15). And his admonition 
to us is: “Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 
15:4). 

One of the most important and far-reaching lessons of 
life is to learn to subdue and bring into subjection the 
impulses of the natural mind. Our hopes and desires, our 
soaring ambitions, must be guided by the bridle of truth 
drawn tightly by our own hand. 

In the hours of meditation we must form our plans, 
lay out our work, breathe our prayer for victory, and 
pledge eternal loyalty to God in this battle against sin. 
It is in the still moments of thought that we must rally 
our moral forces, pledge them to duty, and call for aid 
from above to accomplish our solemn work. Others may 
assist us by encouragement, by advice and helpful warn- 
ings; but the accomplishment is our own. By forming the 
habit of obedience, passions become powers of noble im- 
port, contributing energy and determination that will 
wrest victory from every conflict, and success from every 
struggle. 

We may be so careful to say only the right things, may 
collect outstanding thoughts to give others, may even go 
out of our way to help and encourage another on the road 
to life eternal; but does our life bear out our words, or 
are we in our inner meditation planning subtle ways and 
means to satisfy our own desires while at the same time 
endeavoring to keep an outward show of righteousness? 
Is our sincerity overflowing and inspiring others to press 
onward? 

If we have that burning desire for the wonderful re- 
ward of eternal life, if our mind is single to God’s glory, 
we will do as Paul did: forget the things behind and 
press forward. He who cannot command his thoughts 
must not hope to control his actions. 


“Thou must thyself be true, if thou the truth would 
teach. 

Thine own soul must overflow if thou another soul 
would reach. 

Only the overflowing heart can give the lips full 
speech.” 





NOW 


Don’t waste good thoughts on yesterday 
Nor on days yet to come, 
But think good thoughts on things at hand 
And strive to make things hum; 
For now, today, is full of hope 
And pleasures we’ll soon taste 
If we will concentrate on now 
And precious time not waste. —Sel. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 4: 1, “In that day seven women 
shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own 
bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by 
thy name, to take away our reproach.” 

On the surface, this would appear to be an unusual, 
unlikely, and rather puzzling proposition. Considered in 
its context, however, the passage is obviously spiritual 
and eschatological. The opening words, “In that day,” 
indicate that it is a matter of the future. In what day? 
The 13th and 14th verses of the preceding chapter pro- 
vide the key: “The Lord standeth up to plead, and stand- 
eth to judge the people. The Lord will enter into judg- 
ment...” 

The remainder of the third chapter (vs. 16—24) is 
often quoted as a protest against feminine vanity and a 
warning of its consequences; and so it is. But even more, 
as the context indicates, it describes the fall of spiritual 
Babylon (Rev. 18) with her costliness, her pride and 
superfluities. When the present order, this vast, world- 
wide system of error and superstition, misrule and ex- 
ploitation, crashes before the judgments of the Eternal, 
when there ceases to be profit in war and its kindred 
iniquities, when the teaching of fables is sternly sup- 
pressed, when “no man buyeth her merchandise any 
more,” great will be the ruin thereof, and loud the wail- 
ing (Rev. 1:7). Stripped of her jewels, her purple and 
scarlet raiment, Babylon the Great shall lie, broken and 
humbled, in the dust, her power for evil destroyed. 

The Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles all testify that 
it will take nothing less than the judgments of God to 
bring the world into a state of peace and obedience to Di- 
vine law. In order to abolish evil and establish justice and 
righteousness in the earth, the Almighty reveals through 
Micah 4:3 that it is His purpose to “judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations afar off’—this will be 
done through Christ at His second coming. 

The destruction of human life incident upon the con- 
quest of the earth by its rightful King is described in Isa. 
3:25, 26, “Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy 
mighty in the war. And her gates shall lament and mourn; 
and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.” More 
detailed is Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the same 
events: “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, 
saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; 
but the third shall be left therein” (13:8). 

In the face of this newly arrived Power and its de- 
structive advance, the surrender of the “third part” is 
no more than might be expected. In fact, the marvel is 
that so large a proportion should be so stubborn as to 
resist the change, even to their own death. One would 
expect people to be more sensible, but this proves how 
foolish they can be; and God, who can read the heart and 
the future of every individual, now proposes to make a 
clean sweep of all who have no possibilities for His King- 
dom. To leave the overtly rebellious would be to invite a 
return of present conditions. The survivors of the cleans- 
ing judgments are a class who are at least controllable 
by law, and will form the nucleus of a new world, the 
subjects of the Kingdom of God, who will “multiply and 
replenish the earth” and fill it with His glory. 

We are now in a position to consider our text, with 
its definitely figurative language. Both the “seven women” 
and the “one man” are inclusive terms. The “man” is none 
other than Christ and His saints, the multitudinous King 


who shall rule the world in righteousness (Rev. 3: 21; 
Dan. 7: 27). To them shall be given “power over the na- 
tions” (Rev. 2: 25), and with them only is safety (Joel 
2:32). Of this glorified number the Preacher says (Eccl. 
7:27, 28) “Behold, this have I found, . . . counting one 
by one, to find out the account: ... one man among a thou- 
sand have I found; but a woman among all these have I 
not found.” 

Here again we have the other inclusive term, the women 
(‘“‘seven” being a round, or perfect number) representing 
the nations who know not God, the masses governed by 
the “lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life’ (I. John 2:15). When these “daughters of 
Babylon” are faced with acceptance or destruction, a def- 
inite portion of them will see the light and lay hold on 
one man, seeking His protection. As a result of the pre- 
liminary work of Elijah the Messenger and his associates 
(Mal. 4: 5, 6), followed by the visible judgments of God, 
there will be such a revival, a turning of the tables, as 
the world has never seen. The way of righteousness will 
suddenly become the popular way. Not only the political 
but the religious leaders of the past will be repudiated. 
It is then the world shall see the fulfillment of Jeremiah 
16:19, “O Lord, . . . the Gentiles shall come unto thee 
from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fa- 
thers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit.” That will be missionary work on a 
grand scale. 

Zechariah tells of the same events (8:23), but with 
the symbols reversed, so that the “seven women” become 
“ten men’”—all who submit to Christ. “Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts: In those days it shall come to pass that ten 
men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, 
even shall take hold of the skirts of him that is a Jew, 
saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God 
is with you.” This “Jew” is the spiritual Jew of Rom. 2: 
29, circumcised at heart, “whose praise is not of men, but 
of God.” 

Yet notice the proposition which these “seven women” 
make in their surrender: “We will eat our own bread, and 
wear our own apparel; only let us be called by thy name, 
to take away our reproach.” By this time God’s judg- 
ments have made them humble and they are not asking 
for temporal favors, but are imploring protection from 
the King of kings; they are willing to come into subjec- 
tion to the “one man.” 

When we come over on the Lord’s side we are required 
to leave everything of self behind. Wisdom calls, “Come, 
eat of my bread’”—not your own, which is full of poison 
and gravel (Prov. 9:5; 20:17). We must lay off the 
“filthy rags’ of our own ways, and be clothed with the 
“fine linen, clean and white, . . . the righteousness of 
saints” (Isa. 64:6; Rev. 19:8; Zech. 3:3, 4). Among 
the “third part” who share in this mass surrender there 
will be, as always, good and bad, faithful and unfaithful. 
Many are sincere and welcome the new order with its 
blessings; others merely join the winning side to save 
their lives. 

In Revelation 9 we are carried down to the end of the 
Millennial reign of Christ and the saints, when, just be- 
fore the dawn of Eternity, there is “silence in heaven” 
for a brief period. The second resurrection has taken 
place, all who have died during the Millennium being 
brought forth for judgment, and the law is suddenly sus- 
pended to reveal what has been in their hearts. There will 
be, we are told, a formidable rebellion, which will be 
swiftly extinguished by the destruction of the rebels (v.9). 
This will be the last violence this planet will see; peace 
and progress shall now be eternal and uninterrupted. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


This reader at Henderson P. O., N. B., Can., wishes 
others to have the good word of the Kingdom. 

“Dear Mr. Thatcher: I always enjoy THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE so much, as it explains many things that I 
sometimes wonder about. I am sending in two or three 
names I would like you to send trial copies to. God bless 
you in your every effort. Sincerely yours, 

Mr. & Mrs. J. G. M—.” 


4 sympathy goes out to these friends at Belmont, 


“Dear Brother Thatcher: Have been wanting to write 
before to thank you for the New Year greeting card. My 
husband has been to the hospital twice to have tumors re- 
moved from his eyes. He would have been blind in a few 
months. To our Father in Heaven we give thanks. We 
love our Lord and we put all faith in Him... . My hus- 
band and I want you to know how THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
has helped us, yes, in many ways. Please pray for us. 
Would you please send these people a sample of the MEs- 
SAGE, also The Coming of Jesus and Elijah? ...I know 
they will help them, yes, and to know the Truth. 

Yours in Christian love, Mr. & Mrs. V— G—.” 


From Beacon Corner, Alta., Can., is this request to 
which we comply. 

“Dear Sir: I’m fond of your paper and would like you 
to keep it coming to me. ... I’ll send you amount for 
more than one year’s subscription in about 3 or 4 weeks. 
So please do keep sending me this paper. I’m kind of 
lonely when I don’t read such papers... . 

Sincerely yours, Mrs. R— K—.” 


A sister at Winnipeg, Man., Can., writes a letter of 
appreciation. 

“To the Sisters: I am writing to thank you all for your 
welcome letters. I enjoyed them very much. I think that 
this would be a very good time to make some resolutions 
and go to work in earnest. We could be more thankful 
for our many blessings, because in James 1:12 we are 
told, ‘Blessed is the man that endureth temptation. .. .’ 
We have so many wonderful promises; but we must wash 
and become clean of hands and pure of heart. I asked 
God to help me study and understand His Word, as I 
read it every day, so I can be accounted worthy when 
Jesus comes in all His glory. The world is ripe for the 
harvest. A sister striving to live in God’s Kingdom. 

Yours, L. M. M—.” 


The brother at Lamaline, N. B., Can., rejoices in the 
prospect of the age of peace when God’s Kingdom comes 
on earth. 

“Dear Brother: ... In order for us to live in that age, 
we now have a great work to do. If we do right now, we 
shall be sure to succeed then in that final Day which is 
soon to come. Very few of earth’s inhabitants we find who 
are intensely interested in divine things. It seems to be 
the things of this world which count to them; but not so 
to those who have caught the light of truth. They know 
that what God has promised, He is able to perform. The 
world at its best has nothing enduring; it will last for a 
short time only. But the gift of God is eternal life. How 
much better for those who are willing to make them- 
selves over new! they shall have pleasures and happiness 
to enjoy which the world know very little about. In clos- 
ing, may I thank you very much for your letter. 

With Christian love, G— P—.” 


WEAVING OUR GARMENT 
An Essay by a pupil of Megiddo School 


OW important it is to weave our spiritual wedding 
garment! 

We cannot weave red, green and black threads of 
anger, jealousy and unbelief into this garment, but must 
weave the beautiful color of gold. Then we will be weav- 
ing love, joy, peace, gentleness and kindness. These colors 
will make our robe shine brighter and brighter. 

As we weave, we cannot grow weary and lay our work 
down, or it will get dirty, full of mildew, and we will soon 
have loops and snags in our garment. We have to keep 
right on working, for our robe must be woven tightly or 
our nakedness will show. 

In Rev. 19:7 it says, “The wife hath made herself 
ready.” If ever we are a part of this “wife,” we must 
make ourselves ready by weaving this garment of pure 
linen and wearing it. 

“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in 
fine linen clean and white; for the fine linen is the right- 
eousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8). This shows we must be 
righteous to have this robe on. We need all the good fruits 
of the spirit abounding in us. 

If we don’t get our robe woven and finished, at Judg- 
ment we shall hear these words, “Depart from me, I 
never knew you.” 


Of what are you weaving your life today, 
Of fast-fading pleasures, or joys that stay? 
Do you want it completed in lovely hues? 

It will all depend on the threads you use! 


Use the golden strands of truth you find, 

The threads that will strengthen your heart and 
mind; 

Just threads you are sure of, beyond a doubt, 

Durable threads that will not wear out. 


You will want some colorful threads and bright, 
Beautiful, too, but they must be right; 

No snags, no knots, no colors that run, 

To make you ashamed in the days to come. 


Some of the threads should be sturdy and plain 
The better, we know, to withstand the strain 
Of the noonday sun and the scalding tears 
That are sure to come with the passing years. 


To all of your threads you must add some gold, 
The wealth of God’s Truth—it will make them hold; 
For, in weaving a life of beautiful hues, 

It always depends on the threads you use! 





REMEMBER 


Loving words, they cost but little 
Journeying up the hill of life, 

But they make the weak and weary 
Stronger, braver for the strife. 
Do you count them only trifles 
What to earth are sun and rain? 
Never was a kind word wasted, 
Never was one said in vain. 





We shall not gain the interest of others fcr our cause if 
we show but feeble interest ourselves. 








WOMEN NON OAOWONVONO 


JESUS IS COMING 


Jesus is coming, O sound the glad chord! 
Coming for those He redeemed by His Word; 
Coming to reign as the glorified Lord; 

Jesus is coming again. 


Jesus is coming, the dead shall arise; 

Loved ones will meet in joyful surprise; 

They’ll dwell together in fair Paradise; 
Jesus is coming again. 


Yavilverih 


Jesus is coming, His saints to release; 

Coming to give to the warring earth peace. 

Sinning and sighing and sorrow shall cease. 
Jesus is coming again. 


IAMAmAiMAL 


Jesus is coming, the promise is true. 

Who are the chosen, the faithful, the few, 

Waiting and watching, prepared for review? 
Jesus is coming again. 


Yavlveyl 


Jesus is coming; it cannot be long 

Till they’re permitted to join the glad song 

And stand with the ransomed, purified throng. 
Jesus is coming again. 


Jesus is coming; O sleeper, awake! 

Rouse from thy slumber, the dust from thee shake; 

Put on thy fair garments, for Zion’s sake; 
Jesus is coming again. 


Jesus is coming; arise ye, and shine; 

No more shall darkness and sorrow be thine; 

With Joy and Salvation shall Love entwine. 
Jesus is coming again. 


Jesus is coming; He soon shall appear 

To usher in the Millennial year: 

No sickness, no weeping, no pain, no fear! 
Jesus is coming again. 

















